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This Week 


Three Times Three 
Chanin 122 E 42 5/23. ae 
3 farce comedies present- 
ed by Witcover-Lutz, dir- 
ected by Walt Witcover. 


The Ivory Branch-Pro 
vincetown 5/24. TSR Pro- 
ductions present Sara Re- 
avin melodrama with Dia- 
na Barrymore and Muriel 
Rahn. Staged by Bill Whit- 
ing. 


Next Week 


Mrs, Warren's Prof- 


fession-Davenport 5/2 coo 


Grand Guignol- Temple 


5730. ee Ways of Love-Th- 


eatre East 5/31. 
Interview Highlights 


Albert and Frances 
Hackett, authors of The 
Diary of Anne Frank are 
completely demoralized, 
Herridge, Post, learned. 
Here from Hollywood to 
receive the NY Drama 
Critics award, their heads 
are in a whirl, They have- 
n't given a thought to their 
next play, or even to the 
next picture they are sup- 
possed to be working on. 
Play has won all 6 of the 
leading theatre awards 
this season, 
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Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


The Man With the Golden Arm - Cherry Lane 5/21 
Five first night reviewers billed Jack Kirkland's stage 
adaption of Nelson Algren's novel as stimulating , though 
not "entertaining" theatre. Sole negative note filed by Col- 
eman, Mirror, who wondered in print if dope addiction isn't 
the province of the doctor, the psychiatrist and the law en- 
forcement agencies rather than the playwright. Critic frank- 
ly can see nothing truly informative or entertaining in wat- 
ching a victim sweat, writhe, and moan. Pro side headed 
by Atkinson, Times, who admitted play has no literary values, 
but found play tells a believable story with a blunt candor 
that cannot be resisted. Within its strictly defined, terribly 
astringent limits, it is fascinating, sums up Kerr, Herald 
Tribune. If not for Hatful of Rain, on the same theme of dope, 
McClain, Journal American, bets play would have done well 
on Broadway. Watts, Post, also found it impressive, absorb- 
ing and excellentlyacted. Robert Loggia and Peggy Feury and 
entire large cast directed by Louis MacMillan shared praises. 


Absalom-Harlequin-122 -2nd Ave-.A good try ata 
difficult bible theme, agreed Geor, Variety, and Calta, Times, 
on Lionel Abel's new play being presented at Artists Theatre. 
Production, trade journal reported, noted wasdone with taste, 
intelligence and some excitement, but best effort of director 
(Herbert Machiz) and competent company do not rescue the 
script from static stretches. Times aisle-sitter feared for 
most part drama is desultory and not too incisively drawn. 


New London Revue 


The new English revue by John Cranko, ballet choreo- 
grapher, may well be the Waiting for Godot of the musical 
revue field, sums up Martin, Times. Entitled Cranks cast 
contains four, and has a single setting. It is thoroughly 
neurotic and fantasy ridden, being compounded of Gertrude 
Stein, torch songs, sentimentally cy nical dealing with death 
and psychoses, weird bits of pantomime, burst of hilarious 
wit, general frustration in an expressionist key and an almost 
claustrophia which is overwelming. If Kafka had tried to 
write a Noel Coward revue, dance critic noted, it might well 
have turned out like Cranks. 


| 


NY theatre fans are promised a new 
1600 seat theatre for musicals by Harry 
Fromkes, owner of the Playhouse. Thea- 
tre, which will be designed to house mus- 
icals, will be built at an undisclosed site 
west of Broadway between 49th and 52nd 
Sts. The building will cost $2 million. 
The St, James, which the Shuberts must 
sell or lease within two years, is being 
considered by a group headed by banker 
Jerome S. Jennings who offered $2,100, 000 
for the house. Center Theatre, built in 
1932 and torn down in 1954 was the last 
legit theatre to be built in NYC. 


Plays 


Waiting for Godot extended its run 
again, this time to June 9...The Desk 
Set will continue after June 30, when 
Shirley Booth leaves the cast, ..Shangri- 
La booked for Winter Garden June 7... 
The Sleeping Prince opens Nov 1 at 
Coronet with Barbara Bel Geddes... 
Harold Arlen working on new musical 
Jamaica, 


Players 


Dennis King joined cast of Shangri - 
La... Barry Sullivan to star in Too 
Late the Phalarope this fall. ..Helen 
Traubel plans to leave Pipe Dream as 
soon as replacement picked... Juanita 
Hall leaves Ponder Heart May 26... 
Harry Guardino replaces Anthony Fran- 
ciosa, Hatful of Rain... Howard Cullman 
and NBC are main backers of Ethel Mer- 
man's new musical Happy Hunting. 


Other Broadways 


Philadelphia's Locust Theatre for 
run, Shubert have cancelled their lease, 
as ordered by government decree... Rog- 
er Stevens, Robert Whitehead, Hugh Beau- 
mont plan Private London theatre club to 
present plays barred on moral grounds 
by Lord Chamberlain. 


Summer Playhouses 


Abe Lincoln in Illinois will be pre- 
sented at Boston Arts Festival June 18-20, 
Beggar's Opera July 25-Aug ll... West- 
port -ountry Playhouse, Conn, to open 
June 15 with Chalk Garden, Phillip Langer 
and Peter Turgeon named directors of 
house,..Hermione Gingold revud Sticks 
and Stones opens summer tour at John 
Drew Theatre, East Hampton, LI June 30 
Oakdale Musical Theatre, Wallingford, 
Conn, opens June | with Can-Can... 6 
plays and | musical to be presented at 
outdoor Stadium Theatre, Columbus, Ohio 
starting June 26 with Second Man. 


Award File 


Twelfth Annual Theatre World 
Awards for ''Most Promising Personalities 
of Season" picked by Dan Blum, include-- 
Diane Cilento, Richard Davalos, Anthony 
Franciosa, Andy Griffith, Al Hedison, Earle 
Hyman, SusanJohnson, John Michel King, 
Jayne Mansfield, Sarah Marshall, Gaby Rod- 
gers, Susan Strasberg, Fritz Weaver. 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


Great Sebastians will be adapted for 
TV and presented on NBC TV Producers 
Showcase in the 1957-58 season... Next 
season NBC TV will present Sunday TV 
productions of Dial M For Murder and 
Man and Superman on the Maurice Evans 
show. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"The Edge of Perfect" by Nicolas Man- 
jo published by Grove Fress...''Maude 
Adams" by Phyllis Robbins published by 
Putnam 


Vaudeville 
Three Time Loser a one act play with 


Horace McMahon will be featured on Pal- 
ace show starting May 25, 


DEPARTMENT 


ANGEL ADVICE,..Good contacts, a genuine love of the theatre, and the ability to take 
a take a tax loss, sums up Meyer Berger for McHarry, News. Davis has invested 
in 175 shows since 1941 and admits he is ahead of the game. Currently he has funds 
in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Ponder Heart, Desk Set and The Most Happy Fella. 


COLUMN TIPS...Carol Haney has refused to return to Pajama Game though offered star 
billing and a raise, reports Wilson...Rodgers and Hammerstein considering a 
musical life of the Dumas as their next venture, hears Winchell, 


LOUIS CALHERN...There is a touch of the eternal about good actors, they enlarge the 
time in which we live, summed up playwright Emmet Lavery in a Times letter on 
the death of Louis Calhern..,. Broadway grieves at the death of Calhern, a gifted and 
experienced player for many seasons, sums up McClain, Journal American. 


CRITICAL COMMENTS...Two interesting plays that never reached the popular success 
they deserved were Time Limit and Mister Johnson, comments Watts, Post. Critic 
fears they possessed one particular handicap in common, Audiences don't mind being 
harrowed by terror or tragedy, but they dislike being in the position where embarass- 
ing questions are asked of them. Both plays did this to their audiences. 


TICKET RESEARCH... Four out of five tickets sold in the 1955-56 season went to local 
drama fans, reveals Playbill survey. Of the 20% out of towners, 11% came from Bos- 
ton, and large groups came from Philadelphia, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, 
Baltimore, Detroit and Washington. One seat in four is occuppied by member of fam- 
ily whose income is over $16,000 per year, one by a person from $5000 or less income 
and the other two in the middle range. New Jersey, Westchester, Long Island and 
Connecticut are the top theatre going suburbs, in that order. Women and professional 
people make up one fourth of the audience, 


PRODUCER'S UNION..A union for theatre producers in which members would only be 
accepted after an apprenticeship was suggested by Yvette Schumer, who served her 
time on Plain and Fancy, There would not be any major flops, the producer told the 
News, and angeling would become as popular as drinking or any other pastime. 


Pros & Cons by TMK 


Kiss Me Kate is a fine revival Theatre fans should bow low and pray 
of the Cole Porter romp with the nightly to Harry Fromkes who promises to 
Bard, An amazing professional job start construction of a new musical theatre 
has been done by all hands in a very within a year. With theatres being torn down 
short time. The Cole RB rter mus- at the drop of a parking lot, Fromkes deser- 
ical certainly deserves a longer run, ves an honored place in Broadway current 
either at the CityCenter or at anoth- history, Let us hope this is only the start of 
er house, a new theatre building era. 


GREEN 
= ROOM 


OFF THEATRE 


BROADWAY BOOK 


COMMENTS 


Eastward in Eden closed...Tige And- 


rews replaces Scott Merrill as Mack the "Oscar Hammerstein I" by Vincent 

Knife in Three Penny Opera for 2 weeks Sheean( Simon & Schuster ) was okayed as 

..-Open Stage to present bill of one act a definite life of the eminent impressario 

plays by Pirandello next month...Man by Downing, Variety. 

Afraid to be preeented by Ornato Players 

at Central High School Theatre, 225 W 24 "Harley Granville Barker" by C B 

June 8, Purdom ( Harvard) was recommended as 

an interesting biography of the English 

Phoenix program in fall to include producer by actor Maurice Evans, turned 

Saint Joan, Juno and Paycock, Good Woman book-reviewer in Sunday Times. 


of Sezuan, Doctor Faustus and a musical 
version of om Sawyer... David Ross plans 


to rent an uptown theatre and form a per- TV 

manent stock company, in addition to run- 

ning the 4th St Theatre... By Hex a mus- THEATRE 
ical play on the Amish of Lancaster, Pa. 

to be presented at Tempo Playhouse Jun COMMENT 


19. 


Ways of Love, 3 one act plays by "The Cradle Song" was highly 


Chekov, Strinberg and Theodore Apstein praised by Gould, Times, Gross, Variety, 

will be presented by Trio productions at and Chan, Variety, as a fine example of 

Theatre East starting May 31...Gerald theatre transcribed to TV. Times editor 

Hiken returned to Uncle Vanya. billed it as one of the most beautiful and 

deeply stirring programs yet offered on 

The Witchfinders by Louis Coxe, TV. Perfect in all departments, summed 

co-author of Billy Budd, drew two con up the weekly trade journal. 

notices on Provincetown production. 

found certain scenes worthwhile, but 

panned production as a poor drama. FOR STAGE STRUCK ONLY 


The One Eyed Man is King was * Keep fully informed the easy way of 


credited by Herridge, Post, with in- current NYC theatre scene. Subscribe 
taoducing a worthwhile new actress- to weekly theatre newsletter, now in its 
Laryssa Lauret, Anti-communist play 8th yr. 

is forthright and completely honest. But 

drama editor doubted if writing by Ri- * Complete summary of all vital theatre 
chard Wagner was half as good as Miss news, digest of theatre comment, concise 
Lauret, resume of all theatre criticism published 


in NYC press during preceding week. Tic- 
ket guide gives business & critical data. 
$25 year $6.50 quarter. 
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